
   
 
12th January 2024 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Our first full week has gone by in a flash and as I always seem to say, I am so proud of the 
attitudes are children have shown to learning this week. We have now started our new 
sequences of learning, all of which are driven primarily by Geography this half term. 
 

• Acorns – Acorns are focusing on the theme 'Superheroes' and are learning all about 
those in our communities' who help us.  

• Seedlings – will be exploring environments as they dive into their learning theme – 
‘Animal Allsorts’ 

• Buds – are thinking about ‘Wild Cornwall’ as they learn about the seaside, living 
things and their habitats. 

• Young Oaks – ‘What on Earth is a climate zone?’ – this is the question that Y3 are 
exploring 

• Bur Oaks – are exploring rivers and particularly some of those nearest to us. 

• Red Oaks – are answering the question: 'How do volcanic eruptions and earthquakes 
affect humans and the Earth?’ 

• Mighty Oaks - are taking a ‘Voyage of Discovery’ and learning more about Darwin 
and his journey to the Galapagos Islands. 

 
In our assemblies this week we have thought about our planet and explorations. We spoke 
about the recent Vulcan rocket that launched on 
Monday and the Peregrine lander that was going to 
land on the moon. On Tuesday we spoke about how it 
had gone wrong – this promoted a good discussion 
about resilience and resourcefulness! We have also 
been exploring the value of TOLERANCE and how the 
world is a better place for its diversity.   
 
You will have no doubt noticed that it has got a lot colder recently and this looks set to 
continue. Please do ensure that your children are dressed appropriately for the weather and 
that they bring a coat with them to school. 
 
I hope you all have a great weekend. 
 
 
 
 
Mr Hick 
  



Clubs 

We are finalising after school clubs. These will begin in the week beginning 22nd 

January (the week after next) and will run for the duration of the Easter term. 

We will send out a sign-up form next week for these. 

 

Attendance  

I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate the importance of school attendance.  

Achieving high school attendance is a national priority. Our school data clearly shows a 
correlation between high attendance rates and high achievement.   
 
We want our children to achieve excellent attendance in line with national average. Illness 
usually appears as a block of time off school. We review attendance patterns each week and 
look for unbroken and broken weeks as a key indicator. We would not usually expect that 
children would have more than one or two broken weeks in the course of an academic year. 
Regular broken weeks are a cause for concern and we will offer support to families where 
there are more frequent broken weeks, in line with our attendance procedures.  The impact 
broken weeks can have on a child’s education (taken from national data) is illustrated below: 
 

If your child 
misses…  

That equals at 
least… 

Which is the 
same as…. 

And over 13 years 
of education 
that’s… 

Or at least…  

1 day a fortnight 80 lessons per 
year 

4 whole school 
weeks per year 

Nearly 1.5 whole 
years  

1040 lessons 

1 day a week  160 lessons per 
year 

8 whole school 
weeks per year 

Over 2.5 whole 
years  

2080 lessons 

2 days a week 320 lessons per 
year 

16 whole school 
weeks per year 

Over 5 whole 
years   

4160 lessons 

3 days a week 480 lessons per 
year 

24 whole school 
weeks per year 

Nearly 8 whole 
years  

6240 lessons 

Please note that if your child is absent from school then you must phone to let us know and 

not email. 

 

Inset Day 

Please note that 9th February is an inset day and the school will be closed to children on this 

day. This means the end of this half term will be Thursday 8th February. 

  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 
 

Dates For Your Diary  

16.1.24 Swimming Gala – selected children (Y5 and Y6) 

W/b 22.1.24 Clubs begin 

7.2.24 PTA – Make the rules day 

8.2.24 Y3 Trip to Eden 

8.2.24 End of Half Term 

9.2.24 SCHOOL INSET DAY – SCHOOL CLOSED TO CHILDREN 

19.2.24 Start of half term 

27.3.24 PTA Disco 

28.3.24 End of Spring Term 

15.4.24 Start of Summer Term 

24.5.24 End of half term 

3.6.24 Start of half term 

17.7.24 Leavers Disco 

23.7.24 End of Summer Term 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 

ACORNS Loveday & Oliver 

SEEDLINGS Isabelle & Max 

BUDS Sienna & Edmon 

YOUNG OAKS Ada & Elliot 

BUR OAKS Zachary & Sonny 

RED OAKS Freddie & Poppy 

MIGHTY OAKS Jamie & Marlowe 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

GOLDEN AWARD WINNERS 



 

 

 


